Great Barford C of E Primary
Academy
SummerDate
term — 2022

Growing together through learning, friendship,
and worship

Parents Forum
Thank you to those of you that joined Mrs Collins and me on Monday for the relaunch
of the parent forum; your opportunity to share your opinions and views to enable us to
improve and move our service forward for you and your children. Sadly, there were
only 10 Attendees on this occasion.

The first part of the meeting was an opportunity to share our success so far this year.
Over half term I will be recording a short presentation covering this again. It will be
made available on the school website for all of our families to access.
The second part of the meeting was focussed on school communication. On page 2.
I have shared all the current methods of communication that we use just as reminder
of what we offer.
There was a very positive discussion about what is working really well and what we
can do to make our communication even better. Please see below the main points of
agreement followed by the actions that came out of the meeting:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Stars of the week

For the week ending May 19th

Doves: Jasper & Elena
Owls: Reuben & Toby
Swallows: Whole class, amazing!
Woodpeckers: Flynn & Matthew
Jackdaws: Alexa and Louis
Swans: Bertie & Paige
Kestrels: Luke, Josh & Dylan
Falcons: Lily & Amelia

Values Champions

For week ending 19th May

Shared points of agreement:

•

Week 6

Newsletter Date

The school offers good communication and pathways to access information
about the school, events , children’s learning and attainment etc.
Our newsletters and emails provide the relevant information needed.

The admin email, as the one point of contact, is effective for both school and
parents.
Parents acknowledged that the school offers information but it is not always
read by all of our parents.
Is there a different medium of communication that might work for both the
school and parents?
Parents felt that the school does not share it’s successes widely or loudly
enough.
There are not enough opportunities for parents to see what the children are
doing or share in the celebration of their successes - more detail than newsletter posts requested.

Actions
•
School to share how to access the eSchools app increasing parent take up
and ability to access in emails and newsletters quickly and easily (see page
3)
•
Parents and carers will be invited to celebration worship regularly on Fridays
on a class by class basis—please see page 4 for dates and for each class.
•
School to look into the most appropriate platform for sharing, images and
information about individual and group success as well as the learning in
class—progress to be shared at next meeting
•
More regular opportunities for parents to visit the classrooms and have the
opportunity to meet the teachers with their children (similar to the meet the
teacher event last September) - Programme to be put together for new academic year
•
The school to shout louder about the excellent work and success that are
happening in school
•
The school to actively work with parents to market and promote the school
Our next meeting will be on Monday 2nd July at 6.30. Please find the EventBrite link
below:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parent-forum-meeting-tickets-350340627247
Thank you,
Sarah Evans

Doves: Megan
Owls: Bene
Swallows: Matilda
Woodpeckers: Olivia
Jackdaws: Toby
Swans: Noah
Kestrels: Piper
Falcons: Arya

The following children were
recognised for showing the
school values in PE this week:
Week ending 19th May

Doves: Toby & Zahria
Swallows: Lena & Eli
Woodpeckers: Laila W & Kamila
Jackdaws: Emma
Swans: Terezka & Lucie
B
Kestrels: Lilly & Riley
Falcons: Lana & Darcey

Please remember that dogs
are not allowed on site. Please
do not be offended if you are
asked to leave the
premises immediately if you do choose to
bring a dog on site.

Communication at Great Barford Cof E Primary Academy



eSchools app: free app that stores all email and text communications from
school, sends alerts. (please see instructions for downloading on page 3)



School website : a one stop shop for school information. Statutory documents, curriculum information, policies, newsletters, calendar dates etc



Newsletters: published and emailed weekly to all families. Contains news
about the children’s achievements, events, important dates, advertising for
extra-curricular activities etc. The newsletters can also be found on the
front page of the school website



Curriculum letters emailed at the beginning of each term sharing classs
learning information for that half term*



Parent consultations: YR-6 held twice a year in the autumn and spring
terms, Nursery face to face or phone ‘check in chats’ each half term.



School reports: YR-Y6 once a year summer term* Nursery 2year old check
reports (between the 2nd and 3rd birthday).



Nursery : Evidence Me sharing photographs from home and school.



Meet the teacher open sessions: more of these sessions to take place
across the school year 2022/23



Email: admin@gbpa.org.uk for sharing information regarding pupil
absence, requesting call for teachers, requesting assistance and enquiries
etc.



Phone: information sharing, 2 way



Termly dates list available on the website and newsletter sent via eSchools/
email

If you have confidential information that you wish to share and would prefer it
not to be sent through the admin email please deliver it in a sealed enveloped
marked confidential for the attention of Mrs Evans.



The first point of contact regarding your child is always their class teacher.
If you have a concern or would like to talk to the class teacher about a particular matter please email admin@gbpa.org.uk and they will contact you
as soon as they are able to arrange either a call or face to face meeting.

On the 10th June we will be holding our Platinum Jubilee celebrations
in school. We are inviting the children to wear red white and blue on
the day and we will be having a jubilee picnic for the whole school at
lunchtime.
Caterlink will be offering a jubilee picnic menu only on the day. If you
would like your child to have the picnic menu please complete the survey below by Monday 6th June to enable Kerry, our cook, to order the
quantities required.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RN5V98Y
If your child does not choose to have the picnics menu please send a
packed lunch.
During the day the children will be taking part in jubilee related activities.

A huge thank you to you and our amazing Friends for
raising a fantastic £1252.83 through the sponsored
bounce this month. The children, and staff, loved it.
We really appreciate all of your support and especially
the time, enthusiasm and energy given by the Friends
volunteers.
All of the money raised goes directly to the children, supporting the enrichment of their learning and well being.

