Skills Progression in the Foundation Stage

In both our nursery and reception setting we offer an engaging, stimulating and high quality learning provision for all our children to easily access. Our ethos in early years is
planning in the moment where we have no forward planning, yet plan in the moment experiences which are an extension of a child’s observed interest. It is important to
have a consistently, high quality environment offering good core provision for children to explore independently. Practitioners will observe children during their play and
tune into what the children are saying and doing. Practitioners need to be sensitive to teachable moments and mindful of how we can extend children’s thinking and
problem solving skills.

The Early Years Framework 2014 states:
“1.6. Practitioners must consider the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child in their care, and must use this information to plan a challenging
and enjoyable experience for each child in all of the areas of learning and development.”

Children will be offered adult led activities in addition to child initiated play to create a balanced learning experience for all children. Practitioner’s gain a strong
understanding of a child’s knowledge, skills, and level of progress. This strong understanding will allow for children to encounter more opportunities for making progress in
areas of the EYFS.

Crucial elements to ensure skills progression when following planning in the moment are quality interactions from adults, reflecting on clear, recorded observations to help
track progress and regularly reviewing both the indoor and outdoor environments ensuring they are adapted to meet the children’s level of involvement in their activity.



Skills Progression Foundation Stage — Nursery and Reception

| 30-50 Months

Communication & Language Personal, Social & Emotional Development
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Communication & Language

Listening & Attention
Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly during appropriate activity.

Two-channelied attention - can listen and do for shart span.

Understanding
Respond_s to instructions involving a two-part sequence. Understands humour, e.g. nonsense

14 rhymes, jokes.
17 | Able to follow a story without pictures or props.
18 | Listens and to ideas by others in jon of dis

Speaking

Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, exploring the meaning and sounds of
new words.

Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations.

Links statements and sticks to a main theme or intention.

Uses tak to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas. feelings and events.

Introduces a storyline or narrative mto their play

Mathematics

Recognise some numerals of personal significance.

‘3

Recognises numerals | to 5

Counts up to three or four abjects by ssuing one number name for each item.

Counts actions or objects which cannot be moved.

Counts objects to 10, and beginning to count begyond 10.

40-60+ Months

45 Experiments with different ways of moving.

46  Jumps off an object and lands appropriately.

47 Negotiates space successfully when playing racing and chasing games with other children.
adjusting speed or changing direction to avoid obstacles.

18 Travels with confidence and skill around, under, over and through balancing and climbing
equipment.

' 49 | Shows increasing control over an object in pushing. patting. throwing, catching or kicking it
| 50 Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials.

51 Handles tools, objects. construction and malleable materials safely and with increasing control
52 Shows a preference for a dominant hand.

53 Begins to use anticlockwise movement and retrace vertical ines.

54 Begnns to form recognisable letters.

55 :{.sf“se:‘pencﬂ and holds it effectively to form recognisable letters, most of which are correctiy »

| 29 Eats a healthy range of foodstuffs and understands need for variety in food.
| 30 Usually dry and clean during the day.

Shows some understanding that good practices with regard 1o exercise. eating, sleeping and
hygiene can contribute to good health.

Shows understanding of the need for safety when tackling new challenges, and considers and
manages some risks.

i 33  Shows understanding of how to transport and store equipment safely
| 34 Practises some appropriate safety measures without direct supervision.

Self-Confidence & Self-Awareness

18

Personal, Social & Emotional Development

Confident to speak to others about own needs, wants, interests and opinions.

19

Can describe self in positive terms and talk about abilities.

26

Managing Feelings & Behaviour

Understands that own actions affect other people. for exampie becomes upset or tries to comfort
another child when they realise they have upset them.

27

Aware of the set. and of beh I expectations in the setting.

28

23

ginning to be able to and sobve pr without aggression. eg. when someone

has taken their ‘ﬂ

Making Relationships

Initiates conversations. attends to and takes acrount of what others say.

24

Explains own ge and under . and asks appropr of others.

25

Takes steps to resolve conflicts with other chidren. eg. finding a compromise.

12

Understanding the World

People & Comm

Enjous joining in with family customs and routines.

Looks closely at similarities. differences. patterns and change.

9

Technology
Compietes a simple program on & computer.

31 | Counts out up to six objects from a larger group. Literac U 10 | Interacts with age-approp computer saft
32 | Selects the correct numeral to represent | to 5, then | to 10 cbjects.
33 | Counts an irrequiar arrangement of up to ten objects. Reading Expressive Arts & Design
34 | Estimates how many objects they can see and checks by counting them. 2 ! Contioues & fiming sting:
4| ol Exploring & Using Media & Materials
35 | Uses the language of ‘more’ and 'fewer’ to compare two sets of objects. 24 | Hears and says the initial sound in words.
t n sk words biend 1 1 hi 23 | Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances.
36 | Finds the total number of items in two groups by counting f of them O o ) MR e e
24 | Explores the different sounds of instruments.

37 | Says the number that is one more than a given number. 26 | Links sounds 1o letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet.

. 25 | Explores what happens when they mix colours.
38 | Finds one more or one less from a group of up to five cbjects, then ten objects. 27 | Begins to read words and simpie sentences.

. — > . - — 24 | Experiments to create different textuses.
39 In practical activities and discussion. beginning to use the vocabulary involved in adding and g | Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their experiences of
subtracting. books. 27 | Understands that different media can be combined to create new effects.
40 | Records, using marks that they can interpret and explain. 29 | Enjoys an increasing range of books. 28 | Manipulates materials to achieve a planned effect.
41 | Begins to identify own mathematical problems based on own interests and fascinations. 30 | Knows that infarmation can be retrieved from books and computers. 29 | Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources.
30 | Uses simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately.
. Shape. Space Measure s 31 | Selects appropriate resources and adapts work where necessary
nning to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes and 'Mlat’ s, and
20 bl al terms to describe shapes 5 4 ! Gives meaing o mmafks thay make s they dram, wiite nd aind- 32 | Selects tools and techniques needed to shape, assembie and join materials they are using.
21 | Selects a particular named shape. S | Begins to braak the flow of speech into words.
) ing Imaginativ
22 | Can describe their relative position, such as behind” or next to” 6 | Continues a thyming string. Saing imaginative
iti 1 H = A ~4 ’ -

23 | Orders two or three items by h or helght. 7 | Hears and says the initial sound in words. 5 | Create simple representations of events. people and objects thvate

| j Initiates new combinations of movement and gesture in order 10 & and respond to il
24| Orders two items by weight of capacity 8 | Can segment the sounds in simple words and biend them together. 16 s i iy ges xpress 'ESF""‘ ’
25 | Uses familiar objects and common shapes to create and recreate patterns and build models. 2 2 800 letters. naming and 0 the letters of the alphaties: 17 | Chooses particular colours to use for a purpose.

| Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning. representing some sounds
26 | Uses everyday language related to time. 10 correctly and :'sgeqx.eme. g g 18 | Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play.
27 ginning to use yday related to money. 11 | Writes own and other things. such as labels and captions. 19 | Plays alongside other children who are engaged in the same theme.
28 | Orders and sequences familiar events. 12 | Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. 20 | Plays cooperatively as part of a group 1o develop and act cut a narrative.
29 | Measures short periods of time in simple ways.




Mathematics

Onilgren count rakably with numbers from 1 10 20, place them In crder and say which number s one more

Early Learning Goals

Personal, Social & Emotional Development
Self-Confidence & Sel

Chitdren are confident to tru new activities, and say why

Awareness

been amended 10 fefiact the Increased level of challenge applied 1o the expected descriptor folowing the
Tickal review )

Shape, Space & Measure
Cnilgren use everyday Bnguage to talk about size, wesght capacity, position. distance. time and money 10

30 | ompare quantities ang abjects and to soive prodlems

31 | They recognise, create and gescribe pattems.

32 | They explore characterisics of everuday objects and shapes and use mathematical ianguage 10 describe
them

E (niloren estimate, measure, weigh and compare and order cbjects and tak sbout properties, position and

time.

Literacy
Reading

42 or one ¥ss than a given numbes. 20 they [ike some activities more than others.

43 Using quantities and abjects. they add and sublract two single-gigit nUMDErs and count on or back 10 find 27 | They = confident 10 speak 10 2 tamiliar group. wil tak about theirideas. and will choose the resources
e answer, they need for their chosen activities.

44 | They solve problems. including doubiing, halving and sharing. 22 | They say when Mey 0o or donT need halp.

Children are contident speaking 1o 3 diass group. They can talk about the things they engoy, and ane good 3,

Cnilgren estimate a number of abjects and check quantimies by counting up 10 20. They solve practical T o A =
preblems that nvolve combining growups of 2.5 or 10, o sharing Into equal groups. (This descripter has [ i e Siige ) i ot Mg e, Thes DEL It g S99 ey N

E Infamaticn. They can 3k about Me pians hey have made 10 Camy out acivities and what they might change I

they wese 10 repeat tham.

Managing Feelings & Behaviour
Chidren 1ak about how they and others shaw feelings, taik about theer own and others' behaviowr, and s

29 consequences. and know That some behaviour i unacceplable
30 | They work as part of a group or class. and understand and follow the rules.
a1 They adjust their behaviour to different situations, and take changes of
routine in their stride.
Chilren know some waus 10 manage their fasings and ar= beginning 10 use these to maintain control They can
g [ !sten to each ofmers suggestions and plan how to achieve an oulcome without 30t help. They know when and

how two stand up for thamsehves spproprately. They can 510p and think before acting and they can walt for
ings they went.

Making Relationships

19

Understanding

Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.

They answer ‘how and ‘why’ questions about ther experiences and in respanse to stores of
events

After listening to stories, children can express views about events of characters in the story
and answer questions about why things happened. Theg can carry out instructions which
contain several parts in a sequence.

7

Speaking

Chikdren express temsetves affectively, Snowing awareness of isteners’ needs.

They use past. present and future famms accurately when ralking 3dout events that have happensd or are
10 happen I the huture

They develop their own Namatives and explanations by CONNSCHNg Keas of svents.

Chiidren show some @wareness of the listener by making changes 10 [anguage and non-veral featires.
They recount experiences and imagine posshilities. oftan connecting idess. They use 3 range of
bulary n mage wags to aod exprass Ideas of 10 Explain or justily aclions or events

Understanding the World

People & Communities

22 | Chiloren tak 3bout past and present events in their own bves and in the lives of family members.
23 | They knaw that other children don't Siways enjoy the same things. and are sensitive 1 this.
28 They know sdout and dif between and others, and among amilies,

communities and traditions.

31 | Cniloren read and undarstand simpie sentences 26 | Children play cooperatively, taking tums with others.
32 They wse phonic knowledge to decods reguiar words and read them aloud accurately 27 | They take account of ane another’s ideas about how to organise their activity,
33 | They also resd some commen ireguisr words 28 They show sensitivity to others’ nzeds and feelings. and form positive relationships with
! adults and other children
| They gemansirate unders! when talks th of t what n
34 ey e derstanarg. 0 With Ohers R what theu hiove read. Chikiren piay group games with ruies. They understand sameone eise’s paint of view can be ditferent from
Children can read phanicaly reguiar words of more than | syliable as wed as many irmegular but high- E | theirs They resolve minor gisagreements through listening 1o each other to come up with 2 fair solution.
E | frequency words They use phonic. semantic and suntactic knowledge to understand unfamiliar vocabulany They understand what bullging is and that this is unacceptable behaviour
| They can describe the main avents in the simple stanes they have read
Expressive Arts & Design
| Cnilgren use their phonic knowledge to write warss. 5
13
| 7 was which maich thelr spoken: sauinds. Exploring & Using Media & Materials
14 | They aiso write some eregular common words. 33 | Chiren sing sangs, meke music and dance, and expenment with waus of changing them
15 | They wnte simpie sentences which can be r2ad by themsedves and others. 34 They safely use and explore 3 variety of materials. 100is and tachniques. Sxpermenting with coiour,
ot design, texture, form and function
16 J: Some Wcars € pex conectil 10 olfers Jee phursioil i isibie Chiliren develop teir own ideas through selecting and using Malenals and warking an Processes that
E | Cnilaren can spell pnonically reguiar words of more than | syllabie as well a5 many ereguisr but high- E | interest them. Through their explorations they tind out and make decisions about how media and matenals
frequency words. They use key features of narrative In their own writing c2n be combined and changed
f Being Imaginative
z 27 | Chilaren use what they have leamt 300ut media and materials in anginst ways. thinking 3dout ses 2nd
L purpeses.
56 | Children show gaod contrak and co-crdinatian In large and small mavements. 22 | They represent thei own idess. thoughts and tesings through cesign and technology, 1. music. dance.
rale piay and stories.
m th T wals. safely nagota e
§7 | They move confidently in a range of ways. safely negotiating spxce Chiloren talk about the ideas and processes which have led Mem 10 mska MUSC. JeSgNe, Images of
58 | They handle equipment and 100k effectvely Inclding pencis for writing E | progucts. They can 1ak about testures of their own and others' wark, recognising the differences between
them and the strengtns of others.
g | Chidren can hep confidently 2nd skip in fime 10 music. They hokd pager in postion 2nd use thelr preferred hand . =
for writng, using 3 comrec pencl g They are bagering 1 be a0k to wie an ines 2 control arer s2e Communication & Language
Ry Listening & Attention
- . 26 | Chilren ksten attentively in a range of SMuaTIons
Children knaw the importance for good health of phissical exercise, and & healthy tet, and tak 3bout ways 1o
3 keep healtty and safe. 27 They listen to stores. accurately antiopating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant
5, Lomments, questions o acthans.
They manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs successhully, induding dressing and 10 the toflet
3 m;”m“u gl P N - " e 28 | They give their attention to what others say and respond appropnately, while engaged in another activity
P I TR e 5 5 % i Chilgren Ssten to instrucnions and follow
E Children knaw adout, and £3n make healihy chaces In relation 1o, healthy &ating and exercse. They can dress % ' 3
aned undress independently. successhullj menaging tastening buttans or ces. £ them accurately. asng for clarification if necessany. They istan atrentively with

sustained concentration 1o follow a stary
without pictures or props. They can listen in 3 Srger group. for example at assembly

Chilren inow the difference between past and prasent events n their own ives and some reasons why
people’s ves were different n e past They know that other chidren have different hes and disikes
and that they may be good 3t different things. They undersiand hat different peopie have different
Defiefs, attitudes, custams and raditions and why it IS mportant 10 rest them with respeact

The World

Children know 2bout Simiiarites and differences in relstion 10 piaces. objects. matenials and Iving things

They talk about the features of eir own
one another.

and how = Vs might vany from

They make observations of animas and plants 3nd sxplain why some things occur. and falk aout
changes.

Chilgren know that the environment and living things are influenced by human activily, They can gescrde
s0Mme actions which peagie In their awn community do that help 1o maintain the res they Ive n. They
kncw the properties of some matenals and can suggest some of the purpases they e used for. They ae
familiar with Bask scientific concepts, such as fioaling, Siking, expenmentation.

Technology

Children recognise that 2 range of technoiogy is used i places. such 25 homes and schodls

They select and use technology for particular pupeses.

Chileren fing out about and use 3 range of syvenyday o They select nat
support an identified need Faor example, in deciding how best to make a record of 3 special svent in thewr
lives. such as 2 joumey on 3 steam train.




