
DAY 1



WHAT DO YOU ALREADY 

KNOW ABOUT…?

Dresses Boys Schools 
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VOCABULARY

baffled-

confused and 

mixed up

canvas – a 
thick piece of 
fabric, often 
used to paint 
or for sails

piercing– a 

strong or 

sharp noise or 

look

What other words were unfamiliar?

Let’s use a dictionary or thesaurus to 
define them.

Can you see any clues within the 
word to help us work out what they 
mean?

glowered –
have an 
angry or 
sullen look 
on your 
face

dismay –

To show 

concern or 

distress

stragglers–
a group left 
behind as 
they are 
going slower

Vocabulary



SUMMARISE

Can you summarise three points we 

learn from this text 

1.

2.

3. 

Summarising



DAY 2



DO NOW

Choose the correct word for each sentence:     

glowered      stragglers      dismay 

After walking for half way up the mountain, the group waited for the 

___________ to catch up.

After being told off, Julie _________ at her mum from the other 

side of the room.

“Oh no!” I said in total ______________.

Vocabulary
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RETRIEVAL QUESTIONS

WHAT DO THESE MEAN AGAIN?

HOW CAN WE ANSWER THEM?

Stage 1

1. What did Bill realise when he woke 
up? 

2. What is the name of Bill’s cat?

3. What does Bill usually have for 
breakfast?

4. What was the headteacher holding 
at the school gate?

5. Who does the headteacher pick 
to carry the tables?

6. Who didn’t think it was fair?

Challenge:

1. Name 5 things that 
they had in the 
nursery.

Retrieval



DAY 3



DO NOW

1. Find and copy a word in the first column that means 
‘difficult to do’.

2. Find and copy a word in the second column which 
means ‘lazing about’.

3. Find and copy a word in the third column which 
means ‘to demand forcefully’.

Challenge: Write your own Find and Copy questions.

Retrieval
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INFERENCE QUESTIONS

WHAT DO THESE MEAN AGAIN?

HOW CAN WE ANSWER THEM?

Stage 1

1. Why might Bill have been 

astonished that his Mum just 

dropped a dressed onto him?

2. Why was Bill scowling?

3. Why did Bill blush when he was 

whistled at?

4. What does the way the 

headteacher treat Bill differently 

tell us about him? 

Challenge:

Find three examples of 

sexism in this chapter and 

explain why they are 

sexist.

Inference



DAY 4



DO NOW

Write these events in the order in which they happen.

1. The children went into assembly.

2. Bill ate his cornflakes for breakfast.

3. Astrid argued that the headteacher always picked boys.

4. Bill realized he was a girl.

5. Bill blushed so his freckles disappeared.

Challenge:

Write your own retrieval questions.

Retrieval
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THE BIG QUESTION

BIG QUESTION

Do you think people are sexist and 
treat girls and boys differently? 

Explain your answer.

Explanation



DAY 5



DO NOW

Think carefully about what you have read and make a 

prediction about the following:

Predict why Chapter 1 is called, ‘A Really Awful Start’.

Challenge:

1. Predict if Bill will go back to being a boy. Explain your 

reasons.

Prediction
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REVIEW

Was there anything that puzzled 
you?

Were there any patterns or connections 
that you noticed?

Was there anything you liked about 
this text?

Was there anything you disliked about 
this text?


